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Richmond, VA  (April 3, 2019) –  For MINERVA Times Change, I 

use musical style and orchestration to evoke the three settings of the 

narrative: Act One in pre-Roman Italy, Act Two in Handel’s London, 

and Act Three in present-day Richmond. 

 

The music for Act One is written in a style similar to ancient cantillation systems or Gregorian chant, 

where the rhythms of the text delivery aren't specifically notated. The text itself provides rhythmic 

information to the singer, while the instrumentalists line up their notes and gestures to coincide with 

specific words and syllables rather than counting along in their heads as modern orchestral players do.  

 

The music for Act Two is written in Handel's late-Baroque style, occasionally directly plagiarizing the 

master. This is my little dig at Handel, himself a virtuoso plagiarist, who couldn’t resist using a good 

tune whether or not he came up with it.  

 

For Act Three, the vocal and instrumental writing evokes various contemporary genres, and includes 

sounds from the ultimate early-21st-century instrument, the MacBook Pro. 

 

Within each act, characters are associated with particular instruments that comment on their character. 

For instance, in Act One, the pacifist prince Librodoro is accompanied by a silvery viol, the warrior 

princess Bracciana by a brash cello, and tyrannical Peccario by a forceful bassoon. Additionally, the 

libretto is full of comedy that relies on gender complications, and I write the music for these moments 

of camp in such a way as to remind the audience that opera and queerness have gone hand-in-hand for 

centuries. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Niccolo Seligmann and members of the core artistic team are available for interviews. Please 

arrange through the contact information at the bottom of this page.   
 

MINERVA Times Change Artistic Team 
 

Gabrielle Maes, Artistic Director Niccolo Seligmann, Composer  

Ryan Tibbetts, Music Director Raphael Seligmann, Author  

Addie Barnhart, Stage Director Kenneth Putnam, Designer 

 

 

Contact: Gabrielle Maes, Artistic Director 

Phone: 804-300-3768     

Address: 2521 Stuart Ave., Richmond, VA 23220 

Email: gabrielle.maes@gmail.com   

Website: https://www.intothewoods.online/current-production 

https://www.intothewoods.online/current-production

